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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 53 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IZ 

SUBJECT: FORMIN ABDUL BAQI'S AND PRESIDENT BAKR’S HEALTH 

1. RUMORS ABOUT PRESIDENT BAKR S FAILING HEALTH HAVE BEEN 
WIDESPREAD FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. FIRST EVIDENCE THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE SUBSTANCE GIVEN TO ME BY HEAD OF UK INTERESTS 
SECTION MCCLUNEY WHO SAYS PRESIDENCY HAS JUST SENT FOR 
NUMBER OF ENGLISH SPECIALISTS WHO HAVE TREATED BAKR IN PAST. 

2. EGYPTIAN EMBOFF BARAKA TOLD ME THAT RCC MEMBER AND 
FORMIN ABDUL BAQI HAD TOLD SADAT ENVOY MURAD GHALIB THAT 
HE WOULD SOON BE LEAVING FOREIGN MINISTRY FOR REASONS 

OF HEALTH. LOWRIE 
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